
Title: Jesus Is King Over Our Hearing and Speaking 

Passage: Mark 7:31-37 

 

Introduction 

Deafness 

more than 1 million are functionally deaf 

More than 50% are over 65 years old 

Question: what would life be like if can see but cannot hear? 

Can see but not perceive 

Can hear but not understand 

Truth 

We are all deaf to God’s Word unless His grace and mercy extends to us to open us to Him. 

Passage: Mark 7:31-37 

Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 

And they brought to him a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they begged him to lay his hand on 

him. And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his 

tongue. And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And his ears were 

opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged 

them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things 

well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 

 

Context of Passage 

Jesus was serving in area of Galilee.  Then takes disciples outside of Jerusalem in less public area.  Jesus is preparing 

disciples before crucifixion (“calm before storm”) 

Encounters Gentiles and a non-Jewish woman with persistent, sincere faith who was graciously rewarded with healing of 

her daughter. 

Exposition 

 

Location 

Mark 7:31 

Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 

Unique count in the Gospels 

Decapolis:  

very Gentile area that was pagan / filled with idols. 



Same area where man was possessed by a legion of demons and saved, told to stay in area and tell of what was done for 

him. 

Matthew 15:29-31 (fruit of saved man’s witnessing) 

Jesus went on from there and walked beside the Sea of Galilee. And he went up on the mountain and sat down there. 

And great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others, and 

they put them at his feet, and he healed them, so that the crowd wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, the 

crippled healthy, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they glorified the God of Israel. 

 

The Deaf Man 

Mark 7:32 

And they brought to him a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they begged him to lay his hand on 

him. 

physical impairment: Deafness 

Deafness often leads to speech impediment 

Misconstrued to being socially ostracized or being considered as unclean / demon-possessed   

“They brought Him a man” 

Friends brought deaf man to Jesus 

They could not heal the man but knew who Jesus was 

most important thing you can do is to bring them to Jesus 

“They begged him to lay His hand on him” 

Friends implored and interceded and pleaded God would intervene 

Not passive where dropped the person off and come back later 

But active faith. 

The Healing 

Mark 7:33-35 

And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his tongue. And 

looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And his ears were opened, his 

tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 

 

Jesus responsive actions were unique. Why? 

True healing is never a ritual 

Instead Jesus did what was necessary for the particular person in need 

“Taking him aside from the crowd privately” 

Jesus did not want to provide a show but 



Symbolic gestures (power and compassion) 

put his finger into his ears = recognizes man’s physical needs 

Spitting and touched his tongue = recognizes man’s disability 

Use of saliva was unusual in Bible but otherwise was commonly viewed as special (conveyed “life force” of one) 

Looked to heaven = submission to God the Father 

Signed = showing compassion to the situation = reflects heartache on the man’s behalf 

““Ephphatha” that is “Be Opened”. And the ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly “ 

God’s Word was powerful and immediate.   

The healing extended beyond the need (man was not able to speak clearly - no speech therapy needed 

The Responses 

Mark 7:36 

And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 

 

“And Jesus charged them to tell no one” 

Previously told people to share about what healing was done.   

Why?  The human fervor was building too fast before the timing was right for His crucifixion 

Jesus came for a greater purpose and reason 

Mark 8:30-31 

And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer 

many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise 

again. 

 

Mark 7:37 

And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the 

mute speak.” 

 

“He has done all things well” 

echoes what God has done 

Genesis 1:31 

And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the sixth day. 

 

“He even makes the deaf hear and mute speak” 



points to Old Testament prophecies 

Isaiah 35:4-6 

Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

“Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save 

you.” 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 

Mark: the fact deaf is now hearing and mute can speak means Messiah (Jesus) has come! 

“God will come with vengeance” 

When is it? 

Jesus first came to bear divine retribution (not bring it) 

Jesus became spiritually deaf so we can hear God’s voice 

Jesus next coming will bring divine justice 

Applications 

If not sure if have a relationship with Jesus, think deeply of your situation 

Before Jesus, you are spiritually deaf 

But Jesus came to heal us of our sin, affecting our eternity. 

When trust in Jesus, your sin is forgiven and your heart is clean and have eternal life 

Come to Christ 

If a follower of Jesus: 

Remind yourself of the truth that “Jesus has done everything well.” 

It is tempting to think we can do things that will bring favor before God for eternal life 

But the truth is “imputed righteousness” in Jesus (all our sins were placed on Jesus and taken on the cross so that now 

God sees Jesus’ righteousness) 

No matter our faults or weaknesses or failures, God sees our righteousness 

Remember how you were saved 

There was nothing you could have done to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

You were dead in your sins 

God’s grace and mercy opened Your eyes and heart that allowed sincere response.   

Song: “Amazing Grace” 

Don’t take salvation through Christ for granted 

Empowered by God’s truth, model Christ’s behavior  

Have the eyes and heart of Christ for the lost and the outcast 



Outcast = those who cannot help themselves (especially those impacted by on-going physical disabilities and pain) 

Ideas: service to families, giving rides, where we park or sit, etc. 

Befriend others who seem different or lonely.  Come alongside and take time to learn their history and background. 

Parents: teach children to be sensitive to others. 

Adults: whether impacted by disability or not, have the eyes and heart of Jesus. 

Why?  Jesus has saved us and done everything well for us. 


